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English in Surat and Broach to be made prisoners.
President Annesley and the rest, sixty-three in all,
were placed in irons, and so remained eleven
months. To make matters worse, news arrived of
Every having captured the Rampura, a Cambay
ship with a cargo valued at Es. 1,70,000. a

"It is strange," wrote Sir John Gayer, " to see
how almost all the merchants are incensed against
our nation, reproaching the Governor extremely for
taking our part, and as strange to see that not-
withstanding all, he stems the stream against them
more than well could be imagined, considering his
extreme timorous nature."

The strangeness of the merchants' hostility is
hardly apparent, but it is not too much to say
that Itimad Khan's friendly behaviour alone saved
English trade from extinction. The Dutch, always
hostile in the East, whatever might be the relations
between Holland and England in Europe, strove to
improve the occasion by fomenting popular excite-
ment, and tried to get the English permanently
excluded from the Indian trade. In the words of
Sir John Gayer, " they retained their Edomitish
principles, and rejoice to see Jacob laid low." But
Itimad Khan knew that the pirates were of all
nationalities, and refused to hold the English alone